6 CANADA'S CENTURY

A hundred years of economic life.   Natural resources.   Agriculture,
commerce, and industry.     The Canadian economy in time of war.

HpHE EXPLORERS OF THE SIXTEENTH and the beginning
A of the seventeenth century did not find the North
West Passage by which they were seeking to reach the
mysterious countries of the East; and for them America
was simply an obstacle placed across their path. The
obstacle was large enough. Should it prove impossible
to cross it by land and waterways, a way around it
might be found to that fabulous wealth of which legend
and tradition had made an irresistible lure. In the
meantime, why not dig into the earth and into the beds
of rivers in the new continent, in the hope of dis-
covering there the yellow metal of which Europe
dreamed? The Indians of Tadoussac and Hochelaga
had hinted that gold and silver mines abounded in the
"Kingdom of Saguenay." If they were lying, whence
came the ingots that Jacques Cartier brought back to
France?

Until the gold mines had been found (and their
very existence still had to be proved) Canada, happily,
had other riches to offer: fish whose presence on the
Banks had long been known to the Breton and Basque
fishermen; wood which gave to the new land the
appearance of an "endless forest"; and fur which was
to be the cause of both the grandeur and misery of
early Canada. It was fur that dominated the economic
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